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Sir: 



aubnit^rr Info^ti^Di^iUL^lVelnt^f iCant h ^ 
by the Examiner. disclosure Statement for consideration 



Im LIST OF PATENTS, PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATTOM 

for consid^S bTthe^Offic'e are ^lisLd^ 0a £ t±m ™ ted 
attached hereto. urtice are lasted on the PTO-1449(s), 

II. COPIES (check at least one box) 

a. E Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each 

thft portion'T- P H atS ^ ; ^ch publication oJ 

(iii) all oTh/ ^ Ca ^ d At to be lis ted; and 
caused*^ t°o th b e e r li^^ ° Z Which 

tut are *not °Lr^ ? C K Uments list ^ on the PTO- 
tu t 5 enclosed because they were cite>d in 

a^a^Sl^ne ^le^f ^ ^"^uiS 
please'con^a^^eTde^gned' " e needad ' 
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DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

^or^^ in ^ a ^^tion at or other 
require a statement of relevlncy d ° not 

S DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Patent^ 36 ^cT^Ts ° f of all 

□ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version n f 

or action that indie Jt2 ?L I h& Search re P° r t 
found by the forSim offlS ■ 69ree ° f releva ^e 
satisfying the ^requxrement 15 f"" 1 "*' thereb ^ 
explanation. See MPEP 609*A??3) . * conci se 

□ OTHER 

tot ^fe^i^^™™ i. P- ided 
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FEES 

IV. g| THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b): 
(check one box) 

a. □ within three months of the filing date of a 

national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No 
fee or statement is required. (This section is 
not to be used with RCE ! s and CPA's). 

b. □ within three months of the date of entry of the 

national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application (37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

c. □ concurrently with the filing of a Continued 

Prosecution Application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d) 
or concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
. Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or statement is required. 

d. before the mailing date of a first Action on the 
merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

In the event that a first Office Action on the 
merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no 
statement has been made, charge our deposit 
account in the amount of $180.00 as required by 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) . 



V. □ THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c): 
(check one box) 

before the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the 
mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

a. □ No statement; therefore, a fee in the amount of 

$ 180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

or 

b. □ See the statement below. No fee is required. 



3 



Appl. No. 09/840,827 
VI. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that 

a. □ each item of information contained in the IDS was 
first cited in any communication from a foreign 
Patent Office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this IDS; or 



b. □ no item of information contained in the IDS was 

cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, 
to the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item of IDS was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 

c. □ Some of the items of information were cited in a 

communication from a foreign Patent Office. As to 
this information, the undersigned states that 
each item of information contained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of 
this IDS. As to the remaining information, the 
undersigned hereby states that no item of this 
remaining information contained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application and, 
to the best of my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 



VII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

□ A check in the amount of $180 . 00 as required by 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is enclosecl for the above-identified 
fee . 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2448 in the 
amount required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) for the above- 
indicated fee. A triplicate copy of this paper is 
attached. 

^ No fee is required. 
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If the x? ■ ' rt " um U ^»4U,827 

deposit Account No. 02-2448 
this co^Sf' .55" fSSS"^.. 1 - hereby authorized ' ln 

particularly, extension of time fees § 1,16 ° r under § 1.17} 



Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



.334 

KM/asc p -°- Box 747 ■* 

0«9-059 6P (?& 2 C $5 U - r ?$6o W 2204 °-° 747 



fefeey^uhcy,' ^27 
747 * 



Enclosures: PT0 -1449 
S Documents 



□ Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other: 



(Rev. 10/31/01 



5 



